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genius in his infancy. Let everything be reduced to the com-
mon denominator, let there be complete equality." From
time to time, to prevent the herd from being bored, a little
local riot will be organized and quickly crushed. A tyran-
nical minority will rule over this enslaved people: "Slaves
must have leaders." The revolution against autocracy will
result in a new autocracy. "Starting from boundless freedom
I end with boundless despotism." And in the course of this
transformation, religion will vanish. Even the existence of
God will be denied. But who will be the new master? Ver-
khovensky says to Stavrogin, "Night will descend upon Rus-
sia, the earth will lament its old gods. . . . And then we will
call upon . . . Ivan Czarevitch,"
This Ivan Czarevitch is none other than. Stavrogin. Ver-
khovensky offers the world to Ivan Stavrogin and asks him
to create a myth around his own person whose virile beauty
will seduce the mob. "The whole world will resound with
the cry, 4a new and just law has been enacted/ The sea will
be stirred to its very depths, the old wooden shack will be
demolished, and then we will consider building a stone
house."
"This is madness," answers Stavrogin. But is not the whole
of Russian history a tissue of absurdities?
Toward Stavrogin, Verkhovensky's attitude is one of ser-
vile devotion. He follows Stavrogin like a dog, pulls him by
the sleeve, and says to him, "You are a pioneer, you are the
sun, and I am only a worm." And suddenly he kisses Stav-
rogin's hand. Thus, the apostle of leveling feels the need of
believing in someone superior to himself. The rebel begins by
finding a master for himself, the cynic worships the man who
despises him. "I am a clown, I know it, but I do not want
you, who are the best part of myself, to be a clown also." Or,